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i crumble an ajl fronts by the middle
of “April [1945]. Until aJmost.the
end, however, there, was talk of a last-
ditch stand by the top Nazis and the Ger-
man Command, It was believed that this
£

stahd would . revolve ~ahout . the so-called
tgnubt, in_the mountain areas of Ba-

rth Itxﬂ{i To this Te-
6d" the Nazi

Rego 1 - g
e, sl o Jesds

on it was .ex]
would withdraw with what was Jéff e
5. 8. and other trusted troops, and, there .
: they would stage a’lohg, drawn-out tefist-
ance. Allied operatidng for the final phase’,
4 6F the war made yigion to head fhis off.
It was rumored thaf Hitler had left Berlin
on April 20 for thé Redoubt, but when the
American:Third and Seventh Armies moved
deep into this area, they found the Germans
had not becn able tohuild this final fortress.
During the last days of April came the
linking up of the American’and Russian
Armies, the surrender. of the German forces
in Ttaly, and finally the ‘total collapse of
German resistance.  As our military plans
continued to develop with unrivaled speed,
frightened Nazi leaders began seeking deals
} with the Wegtern Allies. The thought of
falling into Rugsian hands drove them into
a panic: As’the lesser of twg evils, they
‘turned to ug, One of these attempts at a
| separate deal had already gmde some troy- .
i ple for us with the Russfans, In March,
" General Karl Wolff, the chief S. S. officer
of the German forcgs in Italy, had started
parleys with American O, S. §. 4gents in

N ‘ e EERERC e ‘Associated Fress.
VICTORY: President Truman, on his sixty-first birthday, officially announced the surrender of Germany. Listening to him give the
news to the press are, seated along wall from lett: Elgrer Davis, Office of War Information chief; Secretary of Commerce Henry A.
Wallace; Maj. Gen. Philip B. Fleming; Representative Joscph W. Martin Jr.; Gen, George C. Marshall; J. Leonard Reinch; Secretary
of the Treasury John W. Snyder; Mrs. Truthan and Maﬁnrey; Truman. Seated next to President is Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of War.

Switzerland with a view ‘toward the pos-
sible of Kehfelring’s German
Army in Italy. Nothing ever came of these
parleys except to make the Russjans highly
suspicious of- our” Hotives,” Molotov: wrote
to Ambassador Harrimap in Moscow de-
manding that the pegotiations -with the
Germans be brokenoff. Président Roose-
velt cabled. Stalin.that the Russians were
misinformed, - He egplained that there was
no reason why we should not listen to
offers by the enemy to surrender to Allied
commanders in the field, and that he could
not agree to suspend efforts’ of this sory:
because Molotov objeeted. did no!
satisfy Stalin, who answered that the Ger-
mang. hag tricked -the Alliés, and had
profited by moving three divisions from
the It fhont to the: Russian fromnt. »
Actually, those three divisions' went to
the Western Front, against us. It wag not
8 goodysituation,  Any ‘break with the Rus-
sians at this titee would have interfered

these last days of anything.less (ha:tl urﬁ
iti d i 0 2

three major Allies, and militdry operations
continiued -toward that goal.” L

., On May 1 the German radio announced
-.¥he death of Hitler. This man, who had
brought such. infinite misery to the world,
had, died in_the ruins of his Chancellery.
The reports I received.said he was a suicide,
I had expected.that many high German
officers would take this. way out in case of
defeaty but I knew that Hitler had never
lived by the’ code of the Prussian officer,
and I thought that in his fanaticism he
‘would resist to the very end.

- Hitler's monstrous assault on civilization
cost the lives of 15,000,000 people, and he
and his regime left ~countless othef¥
maimed in body and soul. But now, at lasf,
the stranglehold this demon of a man had
held on the Germap. people had been
broken. Throughout the‘world men could
now be certain that his death had brought

dsking®for” authority to make a full and

compléte surrénder but specifying that

actual. fighting woiild ceasa forty-eight

hours" affer the time of signin¥. = Since
s

this solutidd ‘obviously places the' decision
as to'when fighting would cegge -in the
Hands of the Germans, I refuséd to accept
it and Stated that all fighting Would have
t0' ceass on both fronts in forty-eight
hours: from midnight tonight .oF T would
cafgy out my threat. I repeat that their
purpose 1S to_continue to make a front
agalngt - the Ryussians as long’ as they
possibly can in’ order to evdcuate maxi-
mungmumpers of Germans. intq our lines.
In"Ghy event, for ail practical purposes
will cease almost immediately on

fight;
- this J1pnt for the reason that with minor

exceptions .my trodps aré-on the line I
have directed them to occupy.

If the arrangement goes tHrough as
above indicated, I suggst that a procla-
mation® should be g‘;‘ﬁe‘ on Tuesday by
tlie s appouncing esday,
May. & as .V-E Day, with a statement
$hat fightlig has_already largely ceased

you by Friday. My expensive gold pen
doesn’t work as well as it should.

This will' be a historical day. At 8
o'cloék this morning T must make a broad-
cast to the country announcing the Ger-
man surrender. The papers werc signed
yesterday morning and hostilities will
cease  on all fronts at midnight tonight.
Isn't that some hirthday present?

ave had one heck of a time with the
Priine Minister of Great Britain. He,
Stalin and the U. 8. President made an
agreement to release the news all at once
from the three capitals at.an hour that
would fit us all, We agreed on 9 A. M.,
‘Washington time, which is 3 P. M. Lon-
dor and ¢ P, M. Moscow time

Mr. Churchill began calling. me at day-
light -t6 know if we shouldn't make an
immediate release without considering
the Russians, He was refused and then
he kept pushing me to talk to Stalin. He
finally had to stick to the agreed plan,
but he was mad. as a wet hen.

ings have moved at a terrific rate
here since April 12. Never a day has

with our advantes in Germany. :m f}llcmrtf;; tboe( end co: fighting and nearer ’&,;gnzgh%u& hﬂ,e front s’é‘dh ﬂ%t by v?;!e ﬁf;etbky thzz_t gome mm;ntg:s “docision
i e Tways suspicious of 0 the return of peace, . ms. o e agreement hostilities will 't have to be made, So far luck has
The Rudsians were alvey: 3 When the "German surrender came, it formally cease on one minute after mid- . been with me, ' I hope it keeps up. It

everything and everybody, and Wolff's ap-.
Jproach to the Americans.and British made
‘them suspect that we-were trylng

the German forces in the West to' sur-
rerider to us while they still continued. to
fight on the Russian front. The Russians
also appeared to be afreid that ould,
| occupy all Germany and leave them on the
. other side of the Polish border.

At the time this incident gm:urrad the
Germans still had a powerful fighting force
in Italy, made up of twenty-five man,

ind five Italian Fascist divisi

can't stay with mé forever, however, and
I hope when the mistake comes it won't
be_too great to, remedy. ’

We are lcakini forward. to a grand

On Ma; 5 i :
brief instrament of ‘uncenditional nylitary Z.‘,;", ‘;gxcv}ivé:? “a's gla;:se}é x’:ﬁf lk":] :gzi:;

surrender had been signed-at 2: ast, fi ie
moming, He sald that b wes mrapobed ts L et plane snd al kinds of
g0 to Berlin the next day for the final Lots & lots of love to you both,
-Iormal signing, at which Marshal Zhukoy o ARRY.
would be the Russien representative, By 8:35 that morning of May 8 I was
HE Russians had serlous misgividgsas 11 the Executive Office of the White House.
to: whether the Germans on their 1 Was about to proclaim to the American
£ront would in fact surrender, and for ~ PeoPle the end of the war in Europe. With
that reason Moscow. delayed the official an- MO 8t that moment were Mrs. Truman, my
wuncement of the surrender by one day. .- Jaughter Margaret, high United States and
e had previously agreed with Stalin that British- Army . and - Navy officials, and a
the ‘anmouncement would be on Tuesday, number - of leaders of the Senate and’ the.
May 8, at 9 A. M., Washington time. Church- ~ House of Representatives.
ill was now pressing for a day earlier, and First, I was to. receive the press, but
the Russians were insisting on a day later, 0ef0re the doors were opened. Senator M-
On the 7th Churchill sent messages by- Kellar, president pro tempore of the Sen-
phone and cable urging that the formal f’t?" greete\i' ne. 9
announcement be made that day. T could Happy hirthday, Mr. President,” e said,
see 1o way of accepting this change unless I thanked him. ~The representatives of
Stalin .agreed. Stalin insisted, however, Cthe Dress and radio hurried in—uwiusually .
that the uncertain situation on the Russian. “lent- !
front made this difficult. He still prefetred .redd them the official amnouncement.
May 9, and the final outcome-of the several I then read them another statement in
exchanges of messages was that the official  which I informed the Japanese what they
announcements of the German.uncondition- could expect, and called their attention to
al sur;'ender were-made at the- time origi- . -the fact that we were now in a position: to
Kalﬁ‘s‘gree‘d‘ upor, Tuesday, May 8,°at- 9 turn -the greatest war machine in the his-
. M., time, tory of the-world loose-in the Pacific.
The German surrender came only a little At- 9 o'clock, following the press con-
legs than four weeks after I had taken the - Jerence, I'broadcast-an address to the na-
oath of office as President. On May 7, the * ' tion, announcing the surrender of Germany, |
night before V-E Day, we moved from Blair and calling upon’ the ‘people to turn their
House to the. White House. efforts to the great tasks ahead—first to
win the war in: the Pacific, and then to win

was through the military‘commanders, not
rough the politically defunct Nazi lead-
ers. And now. there was no issue over the
‘terms of unconditional surrender. = Ger-
"many was in ruins and its armies beaten.
Its military leaders knew it and also knew
‘We kn®w’ it. But still they preferred to
come to the Western Allies for surrender.
- On May 2 General Eisenhower reported
that General Blumentritt, commanding an
army group in .northwest,

ni%ﬁ, J?lgh'ttof i’:\lay 8/9. »x =
e hape to have & formal 'signing b
tomorr: . ; e el

‘Eisenhower ‘reported that a
on

-Germany, ‘had
that he wighed to.surrender his
-forces to: the" British Army.. Eisenhower :
explained that he had given instructions
that the surrender must be unconditional
and added, “I am treating it as a tactical
h“&"m»« ifortant. to'us; - matter and will inform. Russian General

8 Pidbigai s vt o, Suslaparov accordingly.’”
THE purpose of listéning toany

2
They were holding’ strong’ positions south
of the Po, on a-line stretching’ from. the:

west coast néar Pisa to the Adriatic near
" Lake Comacchio; ang.a’ girrender at that

ermal The next day, May 3, Bisenhower re-
offers by our military command poried that Blumentritt had not appeared
Italy was 1ot to negotiate but to'fa~

at Field Marshal Montgomery’s headquar-

cilitate an unconditional surrender. But the. - ters, an ang now had other

Germans-were hesitant ahout aceepting the = intentions, Instead of Blumentritt, Admiral

terms of surrender upon which we insisted, - - Friedeburg and other high . officers had

« At Churchill's urging, in order:to-avoid fur:.’, / arrived carrying authority from Field

ther friction with the Rusgians, the: Allied "~ Marshal Keitel, Chief of the German High

| Commander in Italy, Fiéld Marshal Alex- ~ Command. They asked Montgomery to ac-

;ander, was instructed to drop the talks. . cept the surrender of the Twelfth and
the 0. 8. 8. in- Switzerland: was in~

Y 88 Twenty-first German Armies then.fating
Astructed By our- chiefs- of "StALf. 1o c the Russians, and to permit German refu-
jcontact with the Germans, .We then'

gees to pass throigh the Allied lines to
Qiotméq the Russiang of:our action.

turned down. The G were
- to inform Keitel that only unconditional
surrendér could be accepted, Eisenhower
said that he had instructed Montgomery
that the surrender of Denmark, Holland,
the Frisian Islands, Heligoland and- Schles-
wig-Holstein could be regarded by Mont-

Schleswig-Holstein, These requgsts were
# It was not long after this.that the Allied

forces in Italy jumped .©ff on their final
offensive, On April 21 they captured the
iCity of Bologna. On the 23d, American
units crossed the Po. Soon thereafter the
+‘Germans ceased to be an effective force,
and Alexander asked for permission to

i I got up early V-E Day and wrote a
i gomery as a tactical matter, and the deal B p y Ly
communiate wih, Gernan offers who - £20C05 20 8 o e et oo St my s Marg? - * e N
y N “If, however,” Eisenhower’s instructions ~The White House, I said: “I only wish that Franklin '

4ime arrangements were made for the Rus-
siang to have a representative on hand. The
end came quickly.

On April 28 the terms of surrender were
handed to the Germans at Allied Head-
iquarters in Italy, These terms were agreed
to that same day and signed on the 26th.
General Kislenko and another Russian of-
ficer were present. The terms of surrender
<alled for hostilities to cease at noon on
May 2. The surrender was to include the
Tialian Fascist divisions that were part of
the German command, By this time Mus-
solini’s puppet Italian Socialist Republic
had ceased to exist, Mussolini himself was
assassindted in late April by the Partisans.
The war in Italy was over, and I sent a
message of congratulation to Field Marshal
Alexander, gnd to the rankig American
‘commander in that theatre, General Mark:
W. Clark," I used the occasion of the sur- .
‘render in Ttaly to warn the Germans and
the Japanese that only unconditional sur«

. render could save them from destruction.

Thére was no Russian Army in Ttaly.
The German surrender -there was conse-
quently made to the Western Allies. Out~
sid; Italy the. question ‘was different.
On all the main fronts the Germans were
attempting to make separate surrenders
to the Western Allies. There were ohvious
implications and complications here, for
the Nazi leaders and some of their gen-
erals were playing a devious game,

It was clear to us that-they were trying
to create trouble between the Western
Allies and Russia, in a last desperate effort
to save their necks and salvage as much of
their regime as possible. A good indicatoin
of this was the Himmler affair.*

T gave little weight, however, to all these
lagt-minute maneuvers by the Nazi leaders.
We knew that there was no longer any
constituted authority in Germany, and that
no Nazi leader could speak for zhe German
people or for their armies. Any enemy - T oS Sy B ) B ons and
forces who wanted to surrender could do Seal- the Westorn Front f)reventing ahy

S0, as & tactical matter, to the Allied com- _7 . furthy g

manders in the field. Fxcept for locils'anltlzé)a;a%m ovad EarTRasEas
, 1] a$ no question- § 5 & R & 5

reaers, e s 20 queston 3 p SRRt 24

. *Editor’s Note. Described in Installment 4. a i

Washington.
Dear Mama & Mary:

I am 61 this morning, and I sleptiin
the President’s room in the White Hojse
last night. They have finished the paint~
ing and have some of the furniture in
place. I'm hoping it will all be ready for

continued, “any larger offer such. as to
surrender Norway and forces on other
fronts is proposed, the emissaries should
be sent at once to my headquarters.”
On May 4 the Germans surrendered to
Montgomery all the German forces in Hol~
land, northwest Germany and Denmark.
Hostilities were to cease at 8 A. M. the
next day, May 5., On May 4 Eisenhower i S )
reported as follows to the War Department:
Fepresentative of Doenitz is proceeding
to my headquarters tomorrow apparently
to negotiate sursender of remaining en-
emy forces. I am sending a message to
ihe Russian High Command at once in-
forming them that I propose to instruct
this representative to advise his Govern-
ment to surrender to the Russian High
Command all enemy forces facing the
Russians and to surrender to me those
facing this front, including Norway,
I am suggesting to ths Russians that
if this is agreeable to.them, I suggest.
further that the surrenders on both fronts
be made simultaneously and at the sariiest
possible hour;
On May 6 Eisenhower described the sit-
uation.in the following report:
General Jodl appeared at my headquas-
ters tonight and in company with Admiral
Friedcherg continued negotiations with
my Chief of Staff and his assistants. It
wag obvious from fhe  beglnning of the
discussion that the Germans are stalling
for time, their purpose being to evacuate
the largest possible. number of German
soldiers and civilians from the Russian
front to within our lines, They continucd
the effort to surrender this front sep-
ately, even stating that no matter what
my answer was, they were going to order
all German forces remaining on the West-
Front to cease firing and to refuse to
fire against British or American troops.
They asked for a meeting on Tuesday
morning for signing final surrender terms
with o forty-eight-hour interval there-
after in order to get the necessary in-
structions to all their outlying units.
Their actual purpose was merely ta gain
time. I finally had to inform them that

D. Roosevelt had lived to witness this
day. * *

1955 Time Tne. (publisher on ights
R Tealee: (50, o 1) ublicption sabtg outyice
Teserved to Intemational Cooperalion Fress Service. Tne
. Trouble with our Russian ally devel,
in tomorrow’s installment,
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-E DAY IN TiMS SQUARE: Partial view of the thnusands‘who

poured into Ti




